Statement by the Democratlc Soc1allst Republlc of Sr1 Lanka
17 séssion of the Umversal Periodic ReV1ew '
- Review of Congo - 30 October 2013

- Mr President ’

Sri Lanka welcomes the delegatlon of COngo to the UPR Workmg Group led

by i e . We thank: them for the presentatmn thlS'

My delegat:lon has taken note of the developments in Congo in the last four

years, as reflected in its national report; which has been produced th1 ough a
‘ consultahve and participatory process ' :

We Welcome Congo S acce_ssiOn to the two Optional Protocols to the C_RC'on

the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography and on the’
Involvement of Chlldren in Armed ‘Confhct as well as its ratification of the.

- Unrted Nations Conventmn agamst T1 ansnahonal Orgamzed Crlme o

We apprec1ate efforts by the govemment to promote access to health

including the promulgation of laws and regulations to combat I—IIV/ AIDS

- and efforts to 1mprove healthcare for women and children.

* Sri Lanka commends the p11or1ty placed by the government on’ access {o . ..

education for all children. We note that increased publlc expendlture in the
eclucatlon sector is yleldmg posmve 1esults :

~ Mr. Pres1cler1t my clelegaﬁon wishes to make the followmg recommendahons
- to Congo :

1. Strengthen measures to reduce unemployment and unde1employment :

of youth;

2 Contmue efforts to promote the enrolment of glrls in all levels of -

' educatlon
In concludillg, we wish Congo success in its UPR engagement:

Thank'yol_l.
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